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2019 ANNUAL MEETING AND VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
On Thursday, May 2, the Historical League held its annual Meeting and
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon at Paradise Valley Country Club, by invitation
of Nancy and Stan Evans. Seventy + League members and their guests attended
and enjoyed a lunch of Cobb salad, sticky rolls and chocoras for dessert.
Special guests were introduced: Sandy and Jim Bruner, David Smith, Patsy
Lowry, James Burns, Tawn Downs and Susan Irwin.
Robert Stieve, editor-in-chief of Arizona
Highways magazine was the guest speaker.
He talked about the centennial of the Grand
Canyon and had a series of fabulous
pictures of the Grand Canyon, along with
pictures of old Arizona Highways magazine
The 2019—2020 Board of Directors: Zona Lorig,
covers, including the very first issue. One
Director at Large ; Anne Lupica, Director at Large;
picture in particular was a glorious
landscape of a sunset on the left side
Susan Dale, President; Mary Garbaciak, Advisor;
(yellows and oranges), and a thunderstorm
Christine Hackett, Recording Secretary; Clede
on the right (purples, with a multi-spiked
Gorrell, Director at Large; Cathy Shumard, Director
flash of lightning). He told us that that
at Large and Claire Nullmeyer, President-Elect. Nina Arizona Highways had been banned in
Russia, because they couldn’t believe
Filippi, Treasurer, is not pictured
New President Susan Dale (right)
there truly were scenes like that.
presents outgoing President and new
Robert’s thank you gifts were a copy of Tastes & Treasures II and a gift card from REI. He
Advisor, Mary Garbaciak (left), with
texted us: “A quick note to say thank you for allowing me the opportunity to spend some
a spring thank-you bouquet.
More Luncheon on page 5

NORTHERN NEW MEXICO SPRING TRIP 2019
Early on the morning of April 16, 2019 thirty-nine league members boarded the plane and flew to
Albuquerque, NM for our three day Spring Tour. Our first stop, after boarding our new bus with our fun
bus driver, Fidel, was Los Poblanos Historic Inn and Organic Farm. We had a guided tour of this
magnificent historic property with its lavender fields, kitchen gardens and “Santa Fe Style” architecture.
Our next stop was Bandelier National Monument where we saw petroglyphs, dwellings carved into the soft
rock cliffs and standing masonry walls. Some adventurous ladies even hiked up and climbed into the cave
dwellings formed by ash from the Valles Caldera volcano that erupted millions of years ago. Gas within the
ash settled and formed the holes within the rock…truly a spectacular sight. Dinner was at Gabriel’s in Santa
Fe and the table side guacamole was
beyond delicious!
After leaving the Hilton Santa Fe Buffalo Thunder Resort on day
two, we drove to Taos. Our first stop was the Taos Pueblo where
the sun peaked out of the rain clouds to give us a BEAUTIFUL
SUNNY MORNING! We had a guided tour of the pueblo grounds
and the chapel. The pueblo is made entirely of adobe and has
been continuously inhabited for over 1,000 years. Our next stop
was the Millicent Rogers Museum, where we were able to
More Spring Trip on page 3

I’d like to close out my term as president with a message to all
League members about the need to share their time and talents
so the Historical League can survive and grow. Some of the
following words were shared with me by a longtime friend, whom
I admire and respect. When contemplating whether or not to do
something, a voice in our heads may say, “You never know until
you try.” This is time-honored wisdom that encourages each of us
to be a doer instead of holding back. It should remind us that it is
only through experience that we learn about this world and
ourselves. Even if we regret the outcome, we have learned
something, and the newfound knowledge is almost always worth
it.

Thank you to the Garbaciaks

It is often said that at the end of our lives we are more likely to
regret the things we did not do rather than the things we did do.
Just being aware of the opportunities we have missed might
encourage us to not to miss them again. There is only one way to
find out!

Mary reports, “When John closed his office, we donated a lot of
office furniture to the Historical League. The items include two
cherrywood desks, a matching round table, 4 chairs, a PC computer
I thank you in advance for volunteering with the Historical
which will be installed soon, and a large copy machine. He also sent League. I promise it will be an experience that you will remember
over a matching cherrywood hutch. Numerous office supplies also and bring you new friends that you will always enjoy.
were donated, which includes copy paper, pens, pencils, staplers
Have a wonderful summer and see you in September.
and enough desk supplies in sufficient quantities that the League
shouldn’t have to buy anything for years.”

Mary Garbaciak

And to the Filippis
Last spring, Nina and George Filippi were frantically summoned to
the Museum because of some flooding that affected the League
office and threatened to ruin our supplies that were stored there.
Nina e-mails, “There was a flood in the kitchen and the water came
through the closet in the League office. Tawn wanted everything
out of the League office and closet. (Nina and George) emptied all
the materials into the hallway on the tables Tawn set up for us including that giant table we used to use for our luncheons. After that
the things were moved to the room way down the hallway at the
end. Then it was moved again downstairs to where it is now. Mary,
John (Garbaciak) and a couple of others did the last two moves.”
The office is down the hall, past the library, in room #156.

A big THANK YOU to Margaret Baker, Dee Steen and Julie
Moore for their invaluable help in proofreading Old Ned’s
News this year. I really appreciate your help. MBP

ARIZONA HERITAGE CENTER
Perspectives on Homelessness and Our Community
Tuesday, July 16 at 6 PM · Arizona Heritage Center at Papago
Park · Tempe, Arizona
Why is homelessness on the rise in cities across America?
According to the most recent Maricopa Association of
Governments’ annual point-in-time count, at least 6,600 people
are experiencing homelessness in Maricopa County.
Join the Arizona Heritage Center for a program and Q&A to
learn about the impact of homelessness and explore potential
solutions for our community.
View the I Have a Name exhibit starting at 6:00 pm
$5 General Public, or $4 AHS Members
Free Parking at the museum
RSVP to azheritagecenter@azhs.gov or 480-929-0292

At the June meeting, Anne Lupica announced the good news that
the Historical League is now an approved charity for Amazon Smile.
This program will give 0.5% of all purchases to the charity selected
by the Amazon purchaser.
To activate this feature, go online to Amazon Smile (not directly to
Amazon) and in the space for selecting a charity, simply type
Historical League, Inc. Once you have selected the Historical League
as your designated charity, for all future Amazon purchases, you will
need to sign in at Amazon Smile rather than simply Amazon.
Thanks to Clede Gorrell for bringing this program to our
attention.
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Mark your calendar for a
tour of the Indian School
Visitors Center. Karolee
Hess and Katie Tovar are
organizing this tour for
October 24.
Nancy Evans, Anne Lupica
and Claire Nullmeyer are already working with Phoenix Theatre
for our annual Family Holiday Party. The play this year will be
The Sound of Music. We won’t have a date until mid-July.

Please watch for more information.

More Spring Tour
experience all the
cultures of the
Southwest under one
roof! The incredible
turquoise jewelry
collected and owned
by 20th century
fashionista Millicent
Rogers was a definite
highlight. At this
Museum you see 2000
years of Southwestern
history. Next was
lunch at the local
favorite Ranchos Plaza
Grill for delicious New

The first Tastes & Treasures

Mexican cuisine! After lunch we entered the
historic San Francisco de Asis Mission Church and happened
to be greeted by Guadalupe, the church conservator. She gave us a very interesting history of the
church and its artifacts. The rest of the afternoon was spent
exploring Taos Plaza with its shops, galleries, museums, etc.
Dinner on this rainy evening was at Doc Martin’s at the historic
Taos Inn. The trout and chili relleno were absolutely delicious at
this charming restaurant! El Monte Segrado Resort in the heart of Taos was
a nice place to stay to end our second day.

1.

On day three we headed out of Taos to Abiquiu, the land of Georgia
O’Keeffe. After viewing a short film at the Georgia O’Keeffe Welcome Center, we
explored the expansive grounds around the Café Abiquiu where we had lunch. Our
final destination was a visit to Los Alamos, birthplace of the atomic bomb. On our
guided tour we learned about the Los Alamos Ranch School which was a private
ranch school for boys in Los Alamos County. It offered a program modeled after
the Boy Scouts of America, combining a college preparatory curriculum with a rigorous outdoor life. During
World War II the school was bought and converted into the secret nuclear research campus for Project Y. The
surrounding location has developed into the town of Los Alamos. Many of us read the book 109 E. Palace:
Robert Oppenheimer and the Secret City of Los Alamos before going on this tour. We learned how brilliant
scientists were recruited to live as virtual prisoners of the U.S.
government at Los Alamos. Many of us would like to return with our
husbands or friends to learn more about the Manhattan Project that
produced the first nuclear weapons. After our self-guided tour of the
Bradbury Science Museum we boarded the bus for our drop off at
the airport for our return flight to Phoenix.
Making such wonderful memories with all of you on these historic
tours is an honor. Thank you for
allowing us to be your tour chairs
again! You are all the BEST!
Lindy and Linda

2.

3.

1.

2.
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We are very pleased to announce two
awards for Tastes & Treasures II. The book has
been honored as Finalist for The Eric Hoffer
Award and 13th annual National Indie
Excellence Award. The Eric Hoffer Award
(HofferAward.com) was founded 2001 to
honor “freethinking writers and independent books of exceptional merit from small,
academic, and micro presses, including self-published offerings.”
“www.indieexcellence.com celebrates independent publishing as a strong and proud
sector of the industry. Recognizing excellence in all aspects of the final presentation, NIEA
champions self-publishers and the independent presses who go the ‘extra mile’ to produce
the highest quality books.”
Books, Books and more Books. Roswell Bookbinding has generously stored our books
for a year. Needing to restock our supply at Arizona Heritage Center, 1,320 books were
delivered May 6. With the organizational skills and muscle of John Garbaciak, the
books were inventoried and shelved in numerical order. Thanks to the
help of Judy Blackwell, Julie Moore, Claire Nullmeyer and Ruth McLeod
for some physical labor.
Meeting people at special events is a good way to introduce Tastes &
Treasures II and also an excellent way to talk about the Historical League,
Historymakers, National History Day AZ and the many programs offered at
the Arizona Heritage Center. Do you know a summer event that would be
good for our book? Perhaps in the cool pines? Contact Ruth
McLeod@earthlink.net. Thanks to Cathy Shumard, Ruth McLeod,
Christine Hackett and Margaret Baker, who sold books at Makers and Bakers
on May 20 at Encanto Park. Thanks to Patt Walker for making granola (recipe
on page 150) to sample.
Volunteering at the Women’s Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, May 1, was
inspiring. Not only did we assist the organization by greeting guests and
checking in attendees, we set up a cookbook table with Margaret Baker, Janet
Weiss, Patt Walker, and Ruth McLeod. We made friends, made sales and
handed out Historical League membership brochures. Cathy Shumard sold
books to Jana Bommersbach.
May was a good month for re-orders and new orders of Tastes & Treasures II. The book
has been delivered by Barb Ziehler to Zak’s Chocolates; Diana Smith to Poison Pen;
Linda Corderman to El Chorro; and Ruth McLeod to Gifts to Go. Write-Ons knows how
to merchandise the book as they have reordered 6 times. Thanks to Norma Hinton and
Patt Walker, Superstition Mt. Historical Museum and La Posada in Winslow now carry
our book.

Featured on Big Blend Radio

Mary

Helpers at the Women’s Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony
held at the Heritage Center May 1.
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More Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
time with your wonderful
organization. And a thank you
too, for the very generous gift
card. How did you know that REI
is my ‘candy store’? I’m very
grateful. Have a wonderful
afternoon.”
Co-chairs Mary Parker, Bonnie
Nancy Evans, Bonnie Newhoff and Mary
Parker chaired theSusan
luncheon.
Mary
Newhoff and Nancy Evans with
Howard
Garbaciak invited Robert to be our speaker.
Robert Stieve, speaker
Claire Nullmeyer wrote attendees’ names
on tags with her beautiful calligraphy. Cindy Tidwell Shelton and Anne Lupica
assisted checking in guests at the door. Joe Lupica entertained the guests during
social hour with his piano playing. The 50/50 raffle raised over $400 for the
League and for lucky winner, Jan Murray. All the centerpieces were presold on
the New Mexico bus trip. The luncheon realized over $1,200 net profit.
At the Annual Meeting, Historical League members elected by acclamation the
2019-2020 Board of Directors: Susan Dale - President; Claire Nullmeyer –
President-Elect; Christine Hackett – Recording
Secretary; Nina Filippi – Treasurer; and Directors at
Large – Clede Gorrell, Zona Lorig, Anne Lupica and
Cathy Shumard. Mary Garbaciak will become Advisor.
Awards chair Cindy Tidwell Shelton announced the
total number of hours volunteered this year by League
members. She presented Dr. Burns and Tawn Downs
with a letter detailing those hours. She then presented
certificates to members who volunteered 100 or more
hours for the 2018-19 year and Old Ned
awards were presented to members
accumulating 600 + hours. (Awards
article on page 7.)
Thank you to all the members and guests who
supported and attended the luncheon.

Nancy Evans, Bonnie Newhoff
and Mary Parker
Co-chairs
1.
2.

3.

7.
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Historical League Archival Project
Processing the Historical League records from 1979-2013 has been
completed. Under the leadership of Linda Whitaker, recently retired
AHS archivist, Margaret Baker, Mary Parker and I worked on this project
from June 2017 through October 2018. Anne Lupica also helped during
the summer of 2017.
We have photos that show the amount of Historical League records
stored at the Heritage Center and the additional information brought in
by League members. We originally worked in a room on the second
floor; after the first sorting was pretty much completed, all records were
migrated to the archives. Eventually all the processed information was
organized and placed in archival quality boxes. The records occupy 40
linear feet and include 76 boxes. The
Arizona Historical Society owns the
From this to that >
copyright to this collection which is
unrestricted.
When this was accomplished, Margaret
manually added all the information to the
Arizona Historical Society Archives data
base. There are 18 typewritten pages in
the collection. The finding aid is at the
Arizona Historical Society Archives under
Manuscript Collection “H”:

https://arizonahistoricalsociety.org/research/library-archives/
manuscript-collections-h/
The records are organized in six main categories:
Administrative, Historymakers, Publications, Photographs,
Albums and Scrapbooks, and Media. The Finding Aid does not
include individual records but does include dates and where
you could locate specific information.
The Historical League BOD allocated $1,500 to pay Linda
Whitaker $20 per hour for her professional guidance on this
project plus $800 for supplies. When these funds were
depleted, the BOD voted to pay another $500 for the project.
Linda very
generously donated her time after
that and did not submit another bill.
All Historical League information
received from 2013 to the present has
been returned to the HL office.
Margaret Baker, Mary Parker, and I
have been asked to organize the files
in the new office. When information is
five years old, it will be added to the
archives.

Zona Lorig, Chair
Archival Project Committee

This was not an

STAFF APPRECIATION

April Fool’s Joke!
Joke

LUNCHEON

If you were at the April membership meeting, you had the
pleasure of hearing from Pat Grogg. New member Pat is an
experienced consultant in fundraising and strategic planning,
and is donating her time and experience to us. She helps
integrate planning and fundraising with understanding of donor
communication, and now works primarily with nonprofits. She
works with an organization’s leadership and other expertise to
build a collaborative effort. This summer she’ll help build a plan
for determining the best way for the League to go forward. Her
long-term goal will be to synthesize the League’s goals,
priorities, programs, fundraising and marketing into a
sustainable system. This will be done through data gathering,
member surveys and a series of focused conversations with a
steering committee of some members with “skin in the game.”
Steering committee members are Margaret Baker, Norma Jean
1.
Coulter, Susan Dale, Tawn Downs, Pat Faur, Zona Lorig, Anne
Lupica and Claire Nullmeyer. League members will be
surveyed regarding what’s important to maintaining and
growing the League. While Pat was
speaking to us at the April meeting, you
could have heard a pin drop in the room.
Everyone was riveted to what she was
saying. It felt like she was throwing us a life
preserver and everyone fell in love with
her, instantly! Pat will help organize and
4. lead us toward common goals.

1. Debbie
McKinion,
Business
Development;
Todd Bailey,
Special
Projects Coordinator;
Jason Gutierrez, Graphic
Designer

1

3.

2.

2. Dennis Rogers,
Custodian.

4.

3. Jennifer Hunt, Grant
Coordinator

2.

4. Erin Kirchner, Museum Curator, Mike
Goodwin, Exhibits

5.

5. Marilyn Murphy, Communications
Manager
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6. Kalene Slowtalker, temporary Receptionist
7. Susan Dale, President, reports
that grants had been approved at
the meeting. $2000 for Susan Irwin,
VP Library/Archives and $25,000 for
Tawn Downs, VP of Marketing/
Communications

Thank you, Pat.
6

7.

5.

Historical League, Inc. Annual Awards 2019
The Annual Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was held on May 2, 2019 at the Paradise Valley
Country Club.
Letters were presented to Tawn Downs, VP Marketing, Communications and Revenue, and to Dr.
James Burns, Executive Director of the Arizona Historical Society (both shown bottom left with
Cindy). These letters reported the number of volunteer hours of League Members from April 2018
to April 2019. Total hours devoted to the League were 8,409.25 and for the Heritage Center 106.5.
Over time the League has now volunteered a total of 170,272 hours.
Cathy Shumard and Mary Garbaciak (shown on the
right) earned their first diamond for their Old Ned. Patt Walker earned an Old Ned.
Members who volunteered a total of 100 or more hours this year were Margaret Baker, Norma
Jean Coulter, Susan Dale, Donna Esposito, Nancy Evans, Pat Faur, Linda Fritsch, Mary
Garbaciak, Clede Gorrell, Carolyn Hartman, Mary Pat Honey, Lindy Isacksen, Zona Lorig,
Anne Lupica, Sharron McKinney, Ruth McLeod, Mary McMahon, Jan Murray, Bonnie Newhoff,
Claire Nullmeyer, Mary Parker, Cathy Shumard, Diana Smith, Cindy Tidwell Shelton and Patt
Walker.

Cindy Tidwell Shelton Awards Chair

New Board of Directors
installed at June 10 meeting
The 2019-2020 Board of Directors was installed at the
final membership meeting of the year on June 10. They
are, from left to right: Susan Dale, President; Claire
Nullmeyer, President-Elect; Christine Hackett, Recording Secretary; Nina Filippi, Treasurer; Anne Lupica, Cathy Shumard and
Zona Lorig, Directors at Large . Not pictured are Mary Garbaciak, Advisor and Clede Gorrell, Director at Large .
“Arizona’s NationalHistoryDay.org national team enthusiastically represented the Grand Canyon state well as they competed at the University
of Maryland at College Park last week. The students shared their projects with over 3000 students and leading scholars in history education
from around the world. The team enjoyed exploring the nation's capital, walking among memorials and monuments, and seeing democracy
in action. The week was befitting our state's best and brightest young historians!” stated Stacey
Trepanier, National History Day Teacher Ambassador-Arizona.
Some of Arizona’s
delegates
in front of
NHD students took First, Fourth and Seventh Place in different
the nation’s Capitol
categories. Seven other students/projects finished in the top 30.
These are fabulous results when they are competing among the
top 1% at the national level.

The Historical League is pleased to support
NHD.

Arizona’s History Day national team at the
University of Maryland at College Park
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HISTORICAL LEAGUE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Susan Dale
President-Elect Claire Nullmeyer
Recording Secretary Christine Hackett
Treasurer Nina Filippi
Advisor Mary Garbaciak
Directors at Large Clede Gorell, Zona Lorig, Anne
Lupica and Cathy Shumard

1300 N College Ave
Tempe, AZ 85281

Standing Committee Chairs
Awards Cindy Tidwell Shelton
Cookbooks & Merchandise Linda Corderman, Ruth McLeod,
Cathy Shumard
Corresponding Secretary Renee Donnelly
Credit Card Coordinator Karolee Hess
Database Manager Pat Faur
E-Mail Communications Barbara Ehrhard
Grant Writing Anne Lupica, Claire Nullmeyer
Historian Katie Tovar, Karolee Hess
Historymakers Legacy Project Zona Lorig
Hospitality Clede Gorrell, Jan Murray, Sandy Loeffler
Membership Mariamne Moore
New Member Mentors Mary McMahon, Julie Moore

General Membership Meeting

September 9

September 18

New Member Tea & Museum Tour, 10-12

General Membership Meeting

October 7
October 23

Historymakers Exhibit opening

October 24

Tour, Indian School Visitors Center

C

Newsletter Mary Parker
Programs Coordinator Dee Steen

November 4

General Membership Meeting, Pat Grogg, speaker

Publicity/Public Relations Claire Nullmeyer

December 2

General Membership Meeting

Records Management Margaret Baker, Zona Lorig,
Mary Parker, Linda Whitaker
Social Media Ruth McLeod
Tours Coordinators Mary McMahon, Julie Moore
Website Margaret Baker, Barbara Ehrhard

December TBD Family Holiday Party, Phoenix Theatre, The Sound of Music
<<<<<<<<<<2020<<<<<

January 6
February 3

Special Events
Annual Meeting/Volunteer Appreciation TBD
Arizona Historymakers Exhibit Diana Smith

Happy New Year >>>>>2020>>>>>>>>>>

L

General Membership Meeting
General Membership Meeting

E

February TBD 40th Anniversary Celebration
March 2

General Membership Meeting

April 6
Family Holiday Party Nancy Evans, Anne Lupica,

A

N

General Membership Meeting

April 16—18 History Convention, Tucson

D

Claire Nullmeyer
Historical League 40th Anniversary Celebration TBD

Sharron McKinney reports New Members

Joe Prewitt Lynn Prose Lynn Wood

April TBD
May 4

Overnight Tour

General Membership Meeting

May TBD
June 1

Annual Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
General Membership Meeting

Mary McMahon and Julie Moore are planning a

All monthly meetings begin at 10 a.m.

New Member Tea and Museum Tour on

Lunch is served at 11:30; Hospitality chair needs your RSVP
September 18, from 10 to 12.

Program begins at 12:30
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