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AMVRL Committee doing what they do best, having fun!

Annual Meeting and Volunteer
Recognition Luncheon
On Tuesday, May 9, 2017 we held the Annual Meeting and
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon. Our theme of Boots and Bangles
was part of the fun and many members dressed the part. The sky
was blue, the flowers were in bloom, and the Pavilion at the
McCormick Ranch Golf Club was a perfect setting for the
Recognition Luncheon.
Jana Bommersbach, our guest speaker, and one of Arizona’s most
acclaimed journalists and authors, spoke to approximately 120
members, family and friends about the mystery surrounding the
infamous Winnie Ruth Judd murder case and the unjustified
hanging of Cattle Kate. With her knowledge of the historical facts,
sense of humor, and storytelling ability, the audience was captivated.
Our thanks to Jana for her humor, charm, and talent; she certainly
won us over!
Our guests included AHS Executive Director Anne Woosley;

2016-2017 Board of Directors

J. Moore, M. Mc Mahon

C. Gorrell, B. Ziehler, D. Esposito

CAC Board President Kelly Corsette; Historymaker Jim Bruner;
Scottsdale City Councilman David N. Smith; the editor of the
Scottsdale Independent newspaper, and author Alan Day.
Everything from registration, the Historical League information table,
raffle items, and the new 50/50 fundraiser to centerpieces and table
settings proved to make this a memorable day. Kudos to the many
volunteers who helped make this event such a success; without
them, this event would not have been as much fun, or run so
effortlessly.
At the Annual Meeting, members elected the 2017-2018 Board of
Directors: President –Nina Filippi; President-Elect – Mary Garbaciak;
Recording Secretary – Pam den Draak; Treasurer – Rebecca Stone;
Advisor – Anne Lupica; At-Large Directors – Linda Cathey, Renee
Donnelly, Laura Helder and Diana Smith. The president introduced
the standing committee and special event chairs who will serve for
the next year. Members who accumulated countless hours over this
past year for the Historical League and the Arizona Heritage Center
were thanked for their service.
By Mary Garbaciak, Chair

A Message from President Anne Lupica
2016 -2017 was a busy, fun, and
innovative year for the Historical League.
As I look back over the last twelve months,
I am so grateful for all who contributed to
this year’s work, fun and success.
On behalf of the League, I first want to thank Tawn Downs for
her dynamic leadership and tireless efforts as Director of the
AZ Heritage Center. Tawn has greatly improved the center’s
marketing and outreach efforts and increased its revenue and
number of visitors. Tawn brought on board our new Exhibit
Preparator, Mike Goodwin, who has “worked magic” in
sprucing up existing exhibits and creating new ones. Tawn also
successfully recruited Debbie McKinion for the important new
position of Business Development Manager. Tawn is currently
seeking to fill two newly approved positions for museum
curator and educator. The League’s grant for next year of
$46,600 will enable Tawn and her team to accomplish great
things. We also want to thank the AHS Library and Archives
division, led by Susan Irwin, for keeping the AZ Heritage
Center a vital resource for historical research. The League was
pleased to assist in this important work with our grant of $9400.
Thanks to Pam den Draak and her fantastic committee for all
their work in organizing the Holiday Concert with Esteban.
The idea for this December evening was inspirational. The
performance was amazing and the event raised needed funds
that resulted in new carpeting and permanent numbers for seats
in the Steele auditorium. Thanks also to Joan Galloway for
graciously hosting our annual holiday luncheon (for the fifth
consecutive year) at her elegant and beautifully decorated home.
Many thanks to Carolyn Hartman who, assisted by Dee Steen,
Judy Blackwell and Claire Nullmeyer, coordinated our meeting
programs this year. We all enjoyed the great speakers that
covered such diverse topics as Phoenix in the 1930s and 1940s,
art in the Japanese internment camps, and Arizona women
ranchers from three different eras.
Thank you to Carolyn Mendoza for working with Cindy-Tidwell
Shelton, Claire Nullmeyer, Judy Blackwell, and Sharron
McKinney to organize a year of outstanding tours including:
the Rosson House in Historic Heritage Square; the AHS Pioneer
Museum and the remarkable Riordan Mansion in Flagstaff; the
Shamrock Farms dairy; St. Mary’s Food Bank; and the Irish
Cultural Center. In April, Linda Fritsch and Lindy Isacksen led
our wonderful tour of the Texas Hill Country that was simply
non-stop fun. The planning was seamless, the bus driver was
great and the company was terrific. We are all so fortunate that
this dynamic duo has agreed to plan next year’s overnight tour!

The League pioneered a new approach this year to Historymakers
Gala XII, which raised approximately $68,700. Thanks to
Historymakers Gala and Recognition Program chairs, Pat Faur and
Deb Hester, and their committee members for working long hours
with Evans Communications to create a professional, successful
and enjoyable evening on March 4 of which the League should be
very proud.
Thank you to Mary Garbaciak and her talented committee for
organizing the Annual Meeting and Recognition Luncheon in May.
Our speaker, Jana Bommersbach, was so entertaining and thanks
to Diana Smith, the event was nicely covered in the Scottsdale
Independent! Thanks also to Rebecca Stone for her work in
tabulating the many volunteer member hours and congratulations
to the League members for giving all that time. I also want to
thank Rebecca for her important work as Treasurer, which I
personally consider to be the League’s most difficult job.
Thanks to all members of the cookbook committee (chaired by
Ruth McLeod, Leslie Christensen, Linda Corderman, and Cathy
Shumard) who have devoted countless hours this year to
acquiring, testing, and revising recipes from our Historymakers,
Tribute Page donors, and historic venues throughout Arizona for
inclusion in Tastes and Treasures, Vol. II. Several “tasting parties”
in League member’s homes continue to provide the feedback
necessary for our chef Leslie to make certain that all the recipes
are the best they can be. The exciting publication of this book will
happen in the League’s next fiscal year…and then the huge effort
of selling the books will begin! The new cookbook has enormous
fundraising potential for the League and we are so appreciative
of all who continue to volunteer many hours to make this
potential a reality.
Special thanks to Nina Filippi for her great work as editor of this
newsletter and for agreeing to serve as next year’s President.
We are in very good hands! On behalf of the League, I also thank
the members of the Board of Directors and all the chairs and
members of this year’s standing committees for doing the many
large and small tasks that make the League such a highly
respected and successful organization.
It has been an honor to serve as President this year. I am
personally very grateful to several League members, and
especially to all members of the Board of Directors, for your
support, advice, good humor and friendship. So many times you
provided much needed perspective and encouragement, and I
cannot thank you enough. Wishing everyone a good summer!

Anne

Texas Hill Country Spring Trip 2017
The Spring Trip to the Texas Hill Country was a HIT!
We could not have asked for a greater group of ladies with
ample patience, positivity and pizazz! Forty of us flew into
Dallas where we boarded a new tour bus with a great driver and
were whisked off to see the Magnolia Market in Waco.
The old silos are a sight to see and the market provided us with
a unique shopping experience! Of course, we cannot forget to
mention the Magnolia Bakery with those delicious cupcakes
provided to us by two generous league members!
On to Killeen where we spent our first night and experienced
the heartfelt memorial dedicated to the 13 victims of the
November 5, 2009 shooting rampage at Fort Hood.
The next morning on our way to Fredericksburg we drove
through the beautiful hill country and stopped at the Wildseed
Farms to see the colorful poppies and some bluebonnets which
this area is known for during the spring.
Fredericksburg is a delightful, small historic town of German
heritage with great museums, shops, restaurants and charm. Of
course on this Day 2 the hairdos of your tour chairs had reached
their limits and that evening, while having a Texas barbeque,
Linda and Lindy were presented with a lasting reminder of
what humidity can do to one’s “lovely” hair!!
The next morning was spent driving through the scenic Lyndon
B. Johnson National Historic Park filled with springtime baby
lambs, goats and calves! We toured the Texas White House
and continued on to Austin. The LBJ Library is the 1960s
personified at its finest. So much history that most of us
remembered quite well, but hearing the actual phone
conversations that took place with LBJ and other world leaders,
etc. was very informative and fascinating. The day ended with a
tour of the State Capitol.
We feel honored and grateful to have such a great group of
women join us on these historic tours. This one is at the top
of the good memories list!
Your “frazzle-haired” tour chairs… Lindy and Linda

Historical League News and Notes
A Peek at Tours for 2017 and 2018
The first tour of the 2017-2018 season has already been
scheduled! On Thursday, September 21, Ruth McLeod will
host a tour of Roswell Bookbinding, the company that has
printed our two previous books and will be doing the new
Tastes and Treasures, Volume II. That fascinating tour will be
followed by lunch at one of the historic venues to be featured
in the new cookbook. More information will be available at the
and September meetings.
October will see a special tour in honor of the Frank Lloyd
Wright celebration at the AZ Heritage Center. Mary Garbaciak
has great plans for the November bus tour. The January tour
will be led by Katie Tovar and Karolee Hess. The April in-state
overnight adventure will be led by Linda Fritsch and Lindy
Isacksen, our intrepid guides who always do a great job. The
dates of the tour will be: Tuesday, April 10, thru Thursday,
April 12, 2018. I would put it on your calendar, since we know
the dynamic duo will have lots of fun instore for us.
Tour leaders are still needed for the February and March tours.
The committee will help you with ideas for tours; you just need
to volunteer to lead. Please contact Judy Blackwell at
jascottrdh@aol.com for information about leading a tour.
By 2017-18 Tour Coordinator Judy Blackwell

Anne Woosley AHS Director Retires
Anne Woosley has served as the executive
director of the Arizona Historical Society since
2001. She recently told the AHS Board of
Directors that she plans to retire on June 30, 2017.
In the May AHS newsletter, Anne wrote that this
“position” … has been one of the most satisfying experiences in
my now long professional career. Working with AHS colleagues
and volunteer organizations to further the mission and spirit of
the Society has been especially rewarding.”
At various times, during Anne’s tenure as AHS executive
director, the following Historical League members served on the
AHS state board: Marilyn Parke, Mary Ward, Zona Lorig,
Norma Jean Coulter, Mary Parker, Jeannine Moyle and Jackie
Berkowitz. Serving on the state board increased League
members’ knowledge and understanding of the AHS mission
that includes the four major AHS museums, as well as the AHS
Certified Museums throughout the state.
Under Anne’s leadership, there are now strong directors in the
four AHS museums – Arizona History Museum in Tucson,
Pioneer Museum in Flagstaff, Sanguinetti House Museum in
Yuma, and AZ Heritage Center in Tempe. The Historical League
is appreciative and grateful that Tawn Downs is our director.
Anne has helped the Arizona Historical Society in continuing its
growth and adjustment in the 21st century. As a Historical
League member, Anne indicated that in the future she would
enjoy becoming involved with specific League projects.
By Zona Lorig and Norma Jean Coulter

Recognizing Our Volunteer Hours
Once again this year, by volunteering thousands of hours, the League
demonstrated its commitment to the AZ Heritage Center at Papago
Park. We reported to Tawn Downs that for the period April 16, 2016
to April 16, 2017 the League volunteered 7,325.75 hours and 268
hours for the Heritage Center for a total of 7,593.75 hours. I was also
happy to note that over the years, our members have now
volunteered more than 153,488 hours in support of the League and
the Heritage Center.
At the Recognition Luncheon we spotlighted those who
dedicated the most hours in the past year, but it's the collective effort
of all members that makes the Historical League the volunteer
organization that it is. The members who volunteered 100 hours or
more were: Leslie Christiansen, Norma Jean Coulter, Pamela den
Draak, Barbara Ehrhard, Donna Esposito, Nancy Evans, Patricia Faur,
Nina Filippi, Linda Fritsch, Clede Gorrell, Carolyn Hartman, Deb Hester,
Ruth Ann Hogan, Lindy Isacksen, Zona Lorig, Anne Lupica, Sharron
McKinney, Ruth McLeod, Julie Moore, Jeannine Moyle, Claire
Nullmeyer, Mary Parker, Catherine Shumard, Rebecca Stone, Karen
Swanson and Patt Walker. This group of 26 members represented 90%
of the total hours reported for the year.
We also had a group of members who with their volunteer hours in
the past year earned them the distinction of an Old Ned charm. Lindy
Isacksen (1,901 hours) and Anne Lupica (2,100 hours) each received
an Old Ned Charm with two diamonds. Nina Filippi (667 hours), Deb
Hester (974 hours) and Rebecca Stone (659 hours) each received an
Old Ned Charm.
Mary Parker earned our highest distinction with her achievement of
Lifetime membership. Mary has been a member since 1999 and has
volunteered over 5,000 hours. Mary has been a past President, a
member of the state AHS board and a Historymakers Recognition
Chair, Newsletter Editor, Co-Chair Children’s Holiday Party, and more.
Mary has no plans on resting on her laurels as she will still be working
hard for the League next year as Co-Editor of the newsletter and CoChair of the Family Holiday Party at Phoenix Theatre.
Thanks to all our members for making this past year another great one
for the books!
By Rebecca Stone 2015-2017 Awards Chair

Mary Parker Becomes Lifetime Member
The Annual Meeting and Volunteers Recognition
Luncheon was a wonderful day. Thank you again to
Mary Garbaciak and the entire Luncheon Committee
for a fun and memorable event! I neglected to
recognize Mary Parker on her achievement of
Lifetime membership in the Historical League. Mary
has been a member since 1999 and through the years
she has been an active and integral member of the League.
Thank you Mary for all you do and congratulations on
accomplishing such an incredible milestone!
By Rebecca Stone, 2016-17 Awards Chair

TASTES AND TREASURES COOKBOOK VOLUME II
What’s currently happening in creating Tastes & Treasures,
Volume II? We are testing recipes, designing a cover, developing
Tribute pages, creatively writing restaurant histories, and
photographing venues.
The cookbook committee has also met frequently, enjoyed delicious
foods, told stories and shared recipes for the new publication. If you
like to cook and try new recipes, join us-there’s always room!
Contact Cathy Shumard at shumard@cox.net 602-908-6011.
Twenty-four great restaurants and resorts from all over the state
will be featured in the new cookbook. Three restaurants included
are Josephine’s Bistro in Flagstaff, Café Roka in Bisbee and Garden
Café in Yuma.
Nineteen Historymakers have shared recipes and wonderful food
memories. You’ll want to try Senator Jon Kyl’s ice cream and
Barbara Barrett’s Rocky Mountain Bison Chili.

Recipe Prep and Testing Team

A new section called Tributes includes a recipe as well as a photo
and food memory featuring someone special in your life.
Twenty-five of the 30 pages are currently reserved. League
members are honoring mothers, fathers, and grandparents. Andy
Ingram shares heart-warming stories of being in the kitchen with his
mother Gaye. Norma Hinton honors her heritage with a pasty
recipe from Globe copper miners. The Brophy family contributes
stories and recipe from their matriarch, Sally Blake Brophy. The
tribute can be for a living or deceased person, group, or company.
Visit www.HistoricalLeague.org and click on Store.
Individuals or businesses are invited to support fundraising efforts
for the cookbook by contributing to the Acknowledgment page (see
insert) in Tastes & Treasures Volume II. For additional information,
contact RuthMcLeod@earthlink.net or 602-505-1462. Checks may
be mailed to Historical League, Attn: Tastes & Treasures Volume II,
1300 N. College Ave, Tempe, AZ, 85281.

Melon Bisque from Gertrude's
at Desert Botanical Garden

Josephine's in Flagstaff
Zeppoles with Wild Berry Jam

A special promotion is available for presales of the cookbook with
a 20% discount to those who preorder a box of ten books. For a
limited time, the regular price of $300/box is $240/box. To take
advantage of this amazing offer, please send your information to
Norma Jean Coulter, njstar@cox.net. Payment for the books will
be due September 1, 2017. We hope to have the book printed in the
fall of 2017 in time for Holiday gift giving.
By Ruth McLeod
Chairs: C. Shumard, R. McLeod, L. Corderman, L . Christiansen

Appears there’s more than food tasting happening here!

Volume II Coming Soon

Corn dip with Blue Tortillas
from Elote of Sedona

These boots are
made
for walkin’

1300 N College Ave
Tempe, AZ 85281-1211

Nothin’ but a bunch of Cowgirls at heart!

C. Nullmeyer, C. Shelton, J.Rijn
L. Feenstra , M. Kempton.

Linda Cathey

R. Hogan, P. Faur, D. Hester, S. Howard

Anne Lupica, Claire Nullmeyer

Laura Helder, Susie Brinegar

Stan & Nancy Evans, Patti Jackman

Jana Bommersbach
Guest Speaker

Kelly Corsette, Anne Woosley

Nina & George Filippi

Signing Off As Newsletter Editor

Barb Ziehler, Alan Day

Committee members celebrating a job well done!

It has been my pleasure and a remarkable learning experience,
for the past two years, as Editor of the Historical League
Newsletter aka Old Ned’s News. At times, it was frustrating
waiting for those late articles, and having last minute changes.
However, I was blessed with the help of two of the League’s
most supportive members, and foremost language authorities
on the planet! Margaret Baker and Zona Lorig. My term began
by following in the footsteps of the previous NL Editor, Pat
Faur. I knew it was going to be a formidable task. Pat is very
talented and had done an amazing job putting out beautiful
issues. The NL now moves on to our delightful members Mary
Parker, a past editor, and Lee Rogers, a fairly new member. I
wish you have the same therapeutic experience I did. (Sounds
crazy, I know, but it was.) As for me, my next daunting task will
be as President. Not quite sure it will be as therapeutic, but you
never know. LOL
Nina Filippi, Editor

