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ARIZONA HERITAGE CENTER: AN OPTIMISTIC OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE
By Diane Smith
Covid-19 has upended all our lives, including thousands
of nonprofits and museums across the country who
suddenly found their normal fundraising and community outreach programs halted. They had to re-invent
themselves and their operational methods—fast. Fortunately, the Arizona Historical Soci“While the past year has
ety, its staff, and
the Heritage Cenbeen very difficult, we remain optimistic about the fu- ter rose to the
occasion.
ture.”
—Tawn Downs
Tawn Downs,
Marketing, Communications and Revenue Enhancement VP, gave an
extended report to the Historical League’s Board of Directors on January 21 outlining the ways the AHS and
the Heritage Center have met the challenge over the
last several months and positioned themselves for the
future. We want to share her positive outlook with you.
“While the past year has been very difficult,” Tawn said,
“we remain optimistic about the future.”

Costs have been cut where possible, she said, and every
expense has been evaluated. Eight vacant positions will
not be filled until things normalize. Also, AHS is in the
process of divesting itself of three non-owned sites—
Riordan Mansion in Flagstaff, and Fort Lowell and the
Downtown Museum, both in Tucson—that it had been
responsible for managing. This will allow AHS resources
to be focused on AHS-owned properties.
In addition to general belt-tightening, Tawn outlined
many positive developments for the Center’s future.

Capital Improvements
The state of Arizona has demonstrated its commitment
to AHS by approving $1.2 million in long-delayed capital
improvements. The Heritage Center is receiving a great
deal of this allocation, including:
—A new $550,000 chiller, the industrial-grade air
conditioning/heating plant for the center. Work has
started and is expected to be completed in late February. The new system will reduce utility costs.
continues on page 2

THANK YOU FROM OUR PRESIDENT, SUSAN DALE
Dear Members and Friends,
Sometimes “my cup runneth over,”
and that is true today. While the pandemic has brought about many stresses, it has also made us so aware of our
interdependence. I am so thankful for
the relationships that exist among us,
including the Arizona Historical Society, the public that
takes advantage of the Arizona Heritage Center, and
our Historical League members, who work together to
sell cookbooks, put on events, and expand our reach.
I started to write individual thank-yous, but I realized
the litany of thanks in this letter would be way too long.
In addition, what if I forgot someone?

So, as you enjoy this newsletter, I hope you feel a sense
of gratitude for all we are doing, together.
The most significant event of this pandemic year, our
40th Anniversary Celebration Fundraising Campaign titled Building the Future of History, deserves a special
shoutout! It involves so many of us already. Not only
are we raising significant funds, we also are maintaining
and expanding the circle of our relationships. Our generous supporters include past and current Historical
League members, past presidents, Arizona Historymakers Gala and Recognition Program chairs, and Historymakers and their families.
The Future of History Fund has three defined projects:
(1) an ongoing outreach benefit to the Arizona Heritage
continues on page 2

THE HERITAGE CENTER: AN OPTIMISTIC OUTLOOK FOR THE FUTURE continued from page 1
—New A/C units in the Pavilion
at a cost of $35,000. This will
facilitate use of the Pavilion to
generate rental revenues.
—A $135,000 upgrade to the
The Pavilion at the Arizona Center’s electrical system is in
the planning stages. Currently,
Heritage Center will get
new A/C unit.
staff can turn gallery and lobby
lights on and off only by flipping switches in an electrical room at the back of the building. They will
soon be able to manage the building’s lighting from
the front desk area.
—Working on a solution to the flooding hazard to
the auditorium because of clogged drains in the
Greenline area. Currently, the drains must be
cleared several times a year.
Capital improvements also will be made at other AHS
properties, including $200,000 for an improved sprinkler system, $100,000 for A/C repairs, and $35,000 for
door lock replacements at the Arizona History Museum;
$52,000 for roof replacement at Sanguinetti House in
Yuma; $85,000 in electrical, roof and other repairs at
the Pioneer Museum in Flagstaff.

—Aid is possible in a new Congressional package. Tawn
said previous federal aid packages denied relief to state
museums, but she was hopeful the current package
would have funds available.

Other Projects
In addition to dealing with the problems Covid has presented, the Heritage Center staff has continued work on
several other ongoing projects.
—AHS continues the difficult effort to gain American
Alliance of Museums (AAM) accreditation for all four
of its museums. Only 10 percent of the museums in
the United States earn this designation. Such an accreditation would open the door to more significant
monetary support, both from grants and increased
visibility to major donors. It would also ease the
path for the state sunset review in 2024.
—A revamp of the volunteer program to comply
with Arizona Department of Administration’s
(ADOA) new requirements for volunteers. They include on-line training and agreement with several
policies. Applicants will be selected based on a
match of skill sets and interests to the specific volunteer need.
—National History Day Arizona. This year’s competition will be virtual, including the national competition in Washington D.C. An advisory council is being
developed to help support and promote NHDAZ.

More Good News
—Bookings for 2022 for weddings, receptions and other
events are strong, Tawn said. There is pent-up demand,
she said, after the pandemic restrictions. Revenue from
such events is the biggest source of income for the Heritage Center.
—While membership of most museums across the
country has decreased, ours has held steady, Tawn said,
due to the hard work and innovative programs of Membership Coordinator Shelley Coriell. Tawn cited Shelley’s
successful campaigns to target lapsed members and
several members-only benefits available online.
—The new emphasis on virtual programming has been
extremely successful, Tawn said. Online programs have
gained an audience across the country. “Our goal is to
offer a wide variety of programming so that we can appeal to many audiences,” she said. “We are currently
scheduling one program per week, excluding holidays.”

“I am in awe of what the AHS
team has been able to accomplish over this past year, especially with so few resources,”
Tawn said. “The staff has done
an incredible job of juggling multiple projects, collaborating
across departments and adjusting to shifting priorities. It is
the dedication and teamwork of this talented
staff that continues to drive AHS into a successful
and vibrant future.”
—Tawn Downs

Thank You from Susan Dale ,continued from page 1

Center; (2) supporting Arizona students of history
through National History Day; and (3) continuing our
present and future Historymakers Recognition Program, including a renovation of Historymakers Hall. The
Arizona Historymakers are such an important part of
our program, and we very much appreciate their participation in helping us Build the Future of History. After
all, there wouldn’t be history without them!

When we all can safely gather to celebrate the success
of the Fund and the benefits of the projects it supports,
we will have so many thank-yous to list, so many hands
to shake, and so many connections to share. I am grateful to have the opportunity to serve as Historical
League president at this historic moment.
Most sincerely,
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Historical League Speakers

By Diane Smith, Program Chair

Ed DOBBINS

Heidi OSSELAER

March 1

Ed Dobbins, who joined the Historical League this fall, will speak in
March about C.J. Dyer, who is best
known for his 1885 bird’s-eye view
of Phoenix. But Dyer created four
others, including one that was never
published. Dyer, a cartographer and artist, was also
a Phoenix mayor. No photo of him was known to
exist until Ed discovered one last year while researching him.
Ed, who has lived in Phoenix since 1975, has published articles on ancient coins, Native American
pottery, antique silver and Phoenix
history. He has a bachelor’s degree
in archaeology from ASU and
worked in the field for four years
before returning to school for a
master’s and a doctorate in audiology. He owned Dobbins Hearing
Service for 35 years before retiring
Ed with a photo
three years ago.
of C.J. Dyer

April 5

In April, Heidi Osselaer will speak on
her recent book, Arizona’s Deadliest
Gunfight. But it’s not the one we all
think of! The deadliest shootout occurred in 1918 in a remote canyon
northeast of Tucson, not at the OK
Corral. Heidi looks at what was considered a quintessential Western feud and shows how it was linked to
the national debate over entering WWI, rural poverty, and social discord.
She received her undergraduate degree in history at
the University of California, Berkeley, and earned
both a master’s degree and a doctorate in U.S. history at Arizona State University. She has taught at Arizona State University, Tempe; Scottsdale Community
College; and Phoenix College.
Her pioneering book and research on women’s
suffrage in Arizona was the basis of a series of articles
featured in last summer’s Journal of American History. Historians across the country used her book as a
lens to look at various aspects of the movement nationwide.
Heidi has been a long-time sustaining member of the
Historical League.

Note: Speakers are scheduled to follow after our
regular Monday General Membership Meetings.

NEWS AND PROGRAMS FROM THE ARIZONA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Discover the new Journal of Arizona History Autumn/Winter 2020 Issue
The new Journal of Arizona History, “Exploring Arizona’s Diverse Past,” guest-edited by
Katharine Morrissey of the University of Arizona is now in AHS Members’ mailboxes and
online at Project MUSE. According to VP of Education, Exhibitions, and Publications David
Turpie, “Anyone interested in studying Arizona history will have to consult with this issue of
the Journal for years, maybe even decades, to come.”
Register for Upcoming Virtual Events
From Sanatoriums to Sun City— Wednesday, March 10, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. Register at: http://bit.ly/3u22jpJ
The founding of Sun City, Arizona, in 1960 created the ideal of “active retirement living” and popularized agerestricted retirement communities. Join historian Paul V. Dutton for a presentation and Q&A about the underlying forces and events that made Sun City possible.

Women in Aerospace: Stories from the Smithsonian Collection, by Margaret Weitekamp, Ph.D., Curator and Department Chair, Space
History Department, National Air and Space Museum—Wednesday—March 17, 2021, 2 p.m. AZ time. Register at: https://
smithsonian.zoom.us/webinar/register/7916129723842/WN_zXqmEc6lSHymljxEAl56kA
Never Alone: An Interview with Author Jimmy June Wong, Wednesday, March 24 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Registration Link: http://
bit.ly/3aD5tr3 Join Jimmy June Wong as he talks about his new book Never Alone: The Bumpy Road from China to the American Dream.
The son of immigrant parents, Dr. Wong’s mother Dew Yu Wong and her husband June Wong moved to Flagstaff in 1915 when they
bought an American laundry.
Objects We Leave Behind: What Our Belongings Teach Us About the Past —Wednesday, March 31, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. Register at: http://
bit.ly/3aBXviZ What makes objects important, and why do we save what we save? Take a step into our vaults to discover what we can
learn from studying objects and how an object can tell a story.
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WHY SUPPORT HISTORY?
When so many appeals for worthy projects seek our
support, why should we choose to support history?

National History Day research and presentations, we are
preparing them to take up the mantle of future Historymakers.

“What’s past is prologue,” wrote Shakespeare, and the
quote is engraved on the National Archives building in
Washington DC.
Justice Sandra Day
“It’s hard to know
where you’re going
O’Connor said sucif you don’t know
cinctly, “It’s hard
where you’ve been.“
to know where
you’re going if you
Supreme Court Justice
don’t know where
Sandra Day O’Connor
you’ve been.” We
can learn from the
past only if it is maintained responsibly and accurately.
The Historical League’s Historymakers Oral Histories get
nearly 550“hits” monthly on our website. We take our
role as historians seriously. Without the archives and
oral histories maintained by groups like ours, the light
cast by the past would go dark.

History shows us the importance of the panorama of
humanity’s stories—the epic saga of the pioneers; the
varied cultures of native
peoples; the struggles of
“History gives us hope for the
immigrants from many
future.”
lands; the achievements of
Linda Whitaker,
science, the arts, literature.
President of the Board, AHS
And not all history is happy—the KKK is part of history; tales of graft and greed
are part of history; there’s plenty of sex and violence in
history.
And, you know what, we need ALL of it. It’s through the
rearview mirror to our past that we can learn to do
better in the future. We can find a hero to emulate and
a life story to inspire us.

History is, of course, not just the past. To have history
maintained, today’s youth must engage in the variety,
the excitement, and the joy of unearthing a real story
and telling that story to others. Whether we invite
youth to learn from the Arizona Heritage Center’s displays or help engage students from across Arizona in

All who become Charter Donors in The Future of History
Fund will be FOREVER identified in the archives of the
Historical League and the Arizona Historical Society. We
will be FOREVER a part of history.
—Pat Grogg

UPDATE ON THE FUTURE OF HISTORY CAMPAIGN
We are halfway through our FUTURE OF HISTORY Campaign and are already using a portion of our
40th anniversary funds on refurbishing Historymakers Hall. Linda Corderman has been working hard
on this and hopes to have it completed by the end of March. We hope to have a grand opening next
fall if possible.
$65,385
So far, the FUTURE OF HISTORY 40th Anniversary Campaign has raised $65,385.
The campaign will conclude June 30, 2021. If you haven’t done so already, we urge you to
consider giving a gift. Remember, these funds will be used for:

GOAL
$100,000

The much-needed Historymakers Hall update—restage, reframe and relight!
Connecting the youth of Arizona to the state’s exciting and diverse history. We want to fund
grants for students and teachers statewide that put more Arizona students’ projects on the
National History Day conference stage.
An outreach Fund for the Arizona Heritage Center. The Museum needs to reach out in new ways
to attract new audiences and maintain old ones. “Let’s reach out, and they will come!” We want
to engage a wider and more diverse public.
The Historical League is proud of our accomplishments through our 40-year history. We hope to continue
that legacy for many years to come. We ask that you will help us by donating.
We thank all who have already contributed. Our current charter donors are listed on the following page. We
continue to update our charter donors list and the total amount received on our website:
www.HistoricalLeague.org.
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SILVER $2500+
Diane and Robert L. Smith
Judy Blackwell
Marilyn and Robin E. Parke
Nancy and Stan Evans
Renee Donnelly in memory of
husband, Jack Donnelly
Ruth and Al McLeod

GOLD $5,000+
Mary and Rob Ward
Gail Lucky in memory of
husband, Maurice Charles Lucky
Susan and Ennis Dale

COPPER $1,000+
Becky Drinkwater
Cathy and Tom Shumard
Davie Garrison
Jan and Paul Murray
Patricia and Peter Faur
Peggy and Bob Withers
Zona and Tom Lorig
Anne and Joe Lupica

AMETHYST $500+
Deb and Ken Hester
Dee and Chuck Steen
Dr. Robert and Claire Nullmeyer in honor of National History Day students
Drs. Laurie-Sue and Bill Retts in memory of parents, Roland and Sue Ptak
Jeannine and Jim Moyle
John and Mary Garbaciak
Linda and John Fritsch
Mary and Bill Parker
Monnie and Martin Calfee
Norma Jean Coulter
Patricia Grogg
Seth and Barbara Franzman
Julie and Bob Moore
Reba Wells Grandrud, Ph.D.
Sharron McKinney

TURQUOISE $250+
Anne and Fred Christensen in honor of Historymaker
John D. Driggs
Anonymous
Barbara and Terry Fenzl
Barbara Ziehler
Benito and Tina Mellino
Betsey Bayless in honor of Mary Pat Honey
Frank Barrios
Janet Weiss in memory of mother, Peggy Vise
John and Marjorie (Avery) Bachert in memory of father,
Historymaker Ben Avery
Katie and Leroy Tovar
Lee and Shelley Coriell

Linda and Dennis Corderman
Lindy and Bob Isacksen
Lisa and Brandon Dale in honor of Susan and Ennis Dale
Pam and Bill Stevenson
Peggy and Gerry Murphy
Rebecca and Melissa Ruffner in memory of mother,
Historymaker Elisabeth Ruffner
Richard Shaw
Ruth Ann and Phil Hogan
Carolyn Mendoza in memory of husband,
Steve Mendoza
Cindy and Frank Shelton in honor of National History Day
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PRESENTING THE HISTORYMAKERS™
The Historical League is celebrating its 40th anniversary.
In the last newsletter, we took a nostalgic look back at our
early years of the Historical League. In this issue, we celebrate our Arizona Historymakers, who helped shape our
state and/or added to it culturally. Among these are 15
community
and civic leaders; 13 involved in public service;
1997
8 artists/art educators; 4 ranchers/conservationists; 6 writers/humorists; 8 philanthropists; 5 educators; and 4 innovators in business/health. Of course, many of our Historymakers can be put into more than one category because
their footprints in the community go deep. They all have
1992-1993 Historymakers
helped shape Arizona in the 20th century and into the
1992
Historymakers
standing:
Ladmo Kwiatkowski, Eugene Grigsby Jr.
21st century. To learn more about these interesting
Bil Keane, Pat McMahon, Barry Goldwater, Bob Goldwater.
individuals, you can read their bios and oral histories at
Not pictured, Sandra Day O’Connor
1993 Historymakers seated: Jack Williams, Bill Kajikawa, John Rhodes,
HistoricalLeague.org/Historymakers.
Bud Jacobson, Pat Patterson. Not pictured, Erma Bombeck

1999
2003

1995 Historymakers
Joe Beeler, Lawrence Walkup, Tom Chauncey, Ben Avery
Standing, Gala Chair Renee Donnelly.
Not pictured, Mark Wilmer

1997 Historymakers
Roy P. Drachman, Del Lewis, Morrison Warren, Bennie
Gonzales. Seated: Jewell Lewis, Polly Rosenbaum

1999 Historymakers
Adam Diaz, Kax Herberger, Rose Mofford, Bob McCall
Seated: Newton Rosenzweig. Not pictured, Robert Herberger

2001 Historymakers
Eddie Basha, Gala Chair Zona Lorig, Jerry Colangelo, Karl and
Stevie Eller, John F. Long. Seated: Paul Fannin
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2003 Historymakers
Gala Chair Ruth McLeod, Calvin Goode, Bill Shover,
Jack Pfister. In front: Esther Don Tang, Virginia Ullman

2008 Historymakers
Gala Chair Terri Sanford, Gala Chair Nancy Evans, Richard Snell,
Barbara Barrett, Joe Garagiola, Ed Mell, and Gala Chair Delores
Tomasek. Seated: Alice “Dinky” Snell and Elisabeth Ruffner

2005 Historymakers
Navajo Code Talker Albert Smith, Navajo Code Talker Keith Lewis,
Bruce Babbitt, Navajo Code Talker Joe Kellwood, Alberto Rios and
Gala Chair Carolyn Mendoza. Seated: John Driggs.
Not pictured, Cloves Campbell Sr.

2014 Historymakers
Standing: Gala Chair Jeannine Moyle with portrait of Chuck Lakin,
Marshall Trimble, David Lincoln, Jim Bruner, Lattie Coor and Gala
Chair Mary Parker with portrait of Bill Owen. Seated: Maxine Lakin,
Joan Lincoln, Raul Castro, Valerie Owen (accepting for husband, Bill)

2017 Historymakers
Ed Beauvais, Rosellen Papp, Harry Papp, Wink Crigler, Warren Stewart,
Robert Spetzler, and Jon Kyl
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2019 Historymakers
Merrill Mahaffey, Michael J. Fox, Art DeCabooter,
Vernon Swaback, Betsey Bayless, and Alfredo Gutierrez

Historical League
Calendar of Events
March 1, 2021
March 18, 2021 Virtual Tour TBA
April 5, 2021
1300 N. College Ave.
Tempe, AZ 85281
April 21, Desert Botanical Garden Tour
(tentative)
April 22 - 24, 2021 Virtual History Convention, Tempe
May 3, 2021 General Membership Meeting
May 6, 2021 Annual Meeting and Recognition Luncheon
June 7, 2021 General Membership Meeting

TASTES & TREASURES COOKBOOK HAVING RECORD SALES
The cookbook co-chairs, Clede Gorrell and Nina Filippi,
along with their fantastic committee, Norma Jean Coulter, Karolee Hess, Norma Hinton, Sharron McKinney,
Jan Murray, Bonnie Newhoff and Cathy Shumard,
have been working to increase cookbook sales.
The committee has pursued box sales to financial advisors, members, realtors and retailers. Carolyn Hartman, publicity chair, has worked to put the spotlight on
Tastes & Treasures, Vol. 2 throughout the state by getting feature articles placed in local newspapers
and the Phoenix Home & Garden
magazine. She emphasizes that the
book makes a great gift for birthdays and holidays.
From November 2020 through February 2021, the sales have been
dramatic. During that time we have

HISTORICAL LEAGUE TOURS

sold more than 1,000 books and
received more than $23,500 in
revenue for Vol. 1 and Vol. 2
combined.
As of now, our first cookCookbook chairs
book, Tastes & Treasures, Vol. 1,
Nina Filippi and
for all intents and purposes is sold
Clede Gorrell
out. Our two cookbooks have been
and continue to be wonderful fundraisers for
the Historical League. Tastes & Treasures, Vol. 2 features mouth-watering recipes, showcases famous
Arizona historical restaurants, features our famous
Historymakers and includes cherished legacies from
Historical League members. These all contribute to an
unbeatable combination!
To order, go to: HistoricalLeague.org/shop.aspx.

Sistine Chapel in the Vatican. The tour
included an audio commentary. The
exhibit was attended by 21 members.
The most satisfying tours were when
we were able to get together to discuss via Zoom. But the best was the
Sistine Chapel tour that allowed us to
see each other and have that warm
Mary McMahon at
the Sistine Chapel
human contact we are all missing.
Exhibition
We will keep members informed
of future tours by email.

This has been a challenging year for our monthly tours.
Instead of going places, we have viewed YouTube
presentations on Winnie Ruth Judd and Annie Oakley.
We also zoomed in with programs offered by the Arizona Historical Society and the Sedona Public Library and
had virtual discussions after some of these presentations.
Our most enjoyable tour was an in-person tour to the
Croft Downtown to experience the traveling exhibit
that offered guests a Covid-safe-distancing way to experience Michelangelo's frescoes. It included 34 panels
produced in the near-original size of those in the

—Mary McMahon and Julie Moore
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