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Family Holiday Party

December 7

On the first Saturday in December the
League gathered for our fifth Family Holiday
Party at Phoenix Theatre Company. This year
we enjoyed a wonderful production of The
Sound of Music. The professional acting,
singing, choreography, dancing, sets,
costumes and lighting all combined to provide
a touching retelling of the beloved story of
the Von Trapp family.
We enjoyed a new upstairs space for our
reception this year, which gave our
members and guests more room and
privacy. Our committee also was able to set
up the day before the event, which was a
great help. The new space had its own bar
and a large TV
where we showed
a nostalgic
PowerPoint
compilation of pictures of many former
Children’s Holiday Parties put together
by Ruth McLeod. Ruth also helped
promote this year’s Family
Anne Lupica, Claire Nullmeyer Holiday Party on social media.

Phoenix Theatre

Bonnie Newhoff, assisted by Nancy Evans,
Dianne Linthicum and almost 20 other
League members who donated cash or
home-made baked goods, provided a
bountiful feast of savory delights and sweet
treats. The reception tables were
beautifully decorated with depictions of the
snowy Austrian Alps and “brown paper
packages tied up with strings.”
Bonnie has helped with this
reception and its clean-up for all
five years, which means she has
never attended the theatre
production. Bonnie, thanks for
your tireless efforts to make this
event succeed, especially this year
when your daughter’s wedding
occurred in Minnesota only a
month before!
While enjoying the reception, guests were
again entertained by our talented member
Susie Brinegar (shown on right) playing
holiday favorites and other festive music on
the piano.
Much more Party on pages 4 and 5

HISTORYMAKERS EXHIBIT OPENING

Diana Smith, Susan Dale, Pat Faur

Celebration filled the evening air at the Heritage Center in October as nearly 150 Arizona
history patrons gathered at the unveiling of the 2019 Arizona Historymakers Exhibit. Hosted
by the Historical League, who honored six notable contributors to Arizona's heritage at the
Gala held in February, 2019, the Historymakers Exhibit
More Exhibit Opening on page 2
is now open for viewing during regular museum hours.

In the picture to the right, (left to right), are Dr. W. James
Burns, Executive Director of AHS; Paul Ohanian, of
Scottsdale Wealth Planning, event sponsor; Susan Dale,
League President and event sponsor; 2019 Historymaker
Michael J. Fox; Mary DeCabooter, widow of 2019
Historymaker Dr. Art DeCabooter; 2019 Historymaker
Betsey Bayless; 2019 Historymaker Vern Swaback; and Pat
Faur, 2019 Historymakers Gala Chair.

FROM THE DESK OF SUSAN DALE
Dear Historical League
Members and Friends,

Happy New Year!! January 2020 marks a very
significant event for the Historical League . . . with
the filing of its Articles of Incorporation in January
1980, it is celebrating its official 40th anniversary this month! A very
special anniversary celebration is being planned for this fall, so please
stay tuned.
We have already enjoyed an amazing beginning of this 2019 - 2020
year! You will read the details of all the exciting happenings in this
newsletter, so I will only touch on some highlights.
Our 2019 Arizona Historymakers Betsey Bayless, Dr. Arthur
DeCabooter, Michael J. Fox, Alfredo Gutierrez, Merrill Mahaffey and
Vernon D. Swaback were honored at a beautiful exhibit opening on
October 23. Thank you to our 2019 Arizona Historymakers
Recognition Program Chair, Diana Smith, for an outstanding job on this
event! And thank you to our very generous sponsors: The
Virginia M. Ullman Foundation and Scottsdale Wealth Planning.
The Family Holiday Party featuring The Sound of Music at The
Phoenix Theatre on December 7 was also a huge success! A big thank
you to Anne Lupica for being the driving force behind this wonderful
annual event for a fifth year! And thank you also to her committee
members and other extremely talented helpers.
Our beautiful cookbooks are a constant source of revenue, with the
first volume almost sold out and becoming a collector’s item! They also
serve as a great outreach tool for raising awareness of Arizona history,
the Historical League, the Arizona Heritage Center and the Arizona
Historical Society. We all truly appreciate the hard, dedicated work of
Ruth McLeod over the past 15 years in leading this effort!! Also, thank

you to her faithful committee members Linda Corderman and
Cathy Shumard and all the loyal volunteers who assist in selling
the books to stores and other venues.
We are all most grateful for the gift of our professional strategic
planner Pat Grogg. She led a very insightful and fun all-member
session on November 4, and we are anticipating a final all-member
session on February 21. Thank you to The Scott Resort for donating
their beautiful conference room to us for these
meetings.
All of our monthly general membership meetings have been
attended by almost 50 members. Dee Steen, Programs Chair, has
arranged for excellent speakers following our delicious luncheons
prepared by the Arizona Heritage Center resident chef Mark
Vanek. The December meeting was preceded by a lovely Holiday
Luncheon in the beautiful Arizona Heritage Center Courtyard and
Pavilion. We especially thank our monthly Hospitality Chairs Clede
Gorrell and Jan Murray, and the decorations chair Sandy Loeffler.
Our Tours Coordinators, Mary McMahon and Julie Moore, are
doing an excellent job planning and delegating our monthly tours.
Be sure to check out those that are coming up. Mary and John
Garbaciak are planning a great overnight tour April 14 –16. Thank
you all! Be sure to sign up before these sell out.
I am beyond grateful for the unbelievable support I have received
from the most dedicated and talented members of this great
organization. And I also appreciate our partnership with and
support from the very professional staff members of the Arizona
Historical Society and Arizona Heritage Center, especially Executive
Director Dr. James Burns and Vice-President and Director Tawn
Downs.

Very sincerely,

Susan

Exhibit Opening continued
The 2019 Historymakers, Betsey Bayless, Dr. Art DeCabooter, Michael J. Fox, Alfredo Gutierrez, Merrill
Mahaffey and Vernon D. Swaback, each loaned items for display in the exhibit. The items depict examples
of highlights of their lives that contribute to the historical heritage of our state.
Sponsoring the event were Paul Ohanian of Scottsdale Wealth Planning, Susan and Ennis Dale and the
Virginia Ullman Foundation.
The Historical League is an all-volunteer organization dedicated to
preserving Arizona's rich cultural heritage and has recognized 78
individuals, couples, and groups over the past 28 years for their
outstanding achievements that have contributed to building the
state of Arizona.

Vern
Betsey Michael
Swaback Bayless J. Fox

Sandy and Jim Bruner

David
Smith

Deb
Virginia
Hester
Korte

Lattie
Coor

Stevie Eller, Pat Faur
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Connecting people through the power of Arizona’s history.

Happy New Year to the Historical League!
Exhibit News: In November the exhibit Current State, featuring local artist Thomas “Breeze” Marcus,
The firstand
Tastes
& Treasuresas a
opened to rave reviews. The exhibit includes a collection of works that explore Breeze’s personal experiences
identity
part of the Akimel and Tohono O’odham communities. Displayed in conjunction with cultural artifacts and stories, the
exhibition showcases how history, cultural heritage, and identity influence
contemporary works. With over two decades of experience working in the Valley,
Breeze has developed an emblematic style combining influences from graffiti
subculture and traditional Tohono O’odham symbolism.
The A Place for All People exhibition closed on December 31. Programs in
October and November were well attended and engaged audiences in discussions
around women in the Civil Rights Movement and the race and gender politics of
hair. For these programs, we partnered with several ASU professors including
Kendra Hassan, Dr. Keith Miller, and Dr. Neal Lester of ASU’s Project Humanities.
In February, we will open a groundbreaking new exhibit titled Still Marching:
From Suffrage to #MeToo. This exhibit illustrates how protests enact change
through the lens of women’s movements in Arizona. Stay tuned for more details coming soon! An opening reception is
planned for early March.
Staffing Updates: We are excited to welcome new staff to the Arizona Historical Society! Robin Abbott is our new Graphic
Designer. She worked for many years as an in-house designer at Salt River Project and brings a wealth of experience to the
team. Jacqueline Glagow is a wonderful new addition to our team and brings a great presence to the front desk. We will also
welcome new Museum Educator Allison Avery to the Arizona Heritage Center on January 13.
AHS License Plate: The “Monsoon in AZ” license plate is ready to go, and awaiting ADOT production.
We expect the new plate will be available for purchase by the end of January. Stay tuned for more
email communications when the service is live. If you have the old license plate, you can keep it; it
does not need to be returned.

Marilyn Murphy
Communications Manager

NEW MEMBER

Be sure to introduce yourself to the League’s new member,

Kathryn Kucera. Welcome!

1.

Christmas Party and Meeting
December 3

3.

1.

2.
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3.

More Family Holiday Party:
Toy Raffle
What a fun job! Shopping for toys for good girls and boys!
Following Donna Esposito’s How-To-Manual, the organizing and implementing and purchasing clicked into
place rather easily. Many members helped sell tickets, Margaret Baker set up website sales, Karolee Hess and
Norma Jean Coulter took credit card sales on mobile devices. Thanks to Carolyn Hartman for “style and design”
help on setup day.
This year’s raffle offered eight vignettes to appeal to a wide range of young people. Winners of the raffle
were:
#1. StarWars LEGOS - Bonnie Newhoff; #2 Indoor Snowballs - Anne Bever; #3 Tiara & Zoolights Olivia Parker; # 4 Rocking Rabbit - Lindy Isacksen; #5 Artist Box - Ellie
Evans; #6 Fortnite/ Techno - Mariamne Moore; #7 Guitar & Lesson Marge Herman; #8 American Girl doll - Megan Fox.
League members generously gave $465 toward the purchase of
items. Additionally, $780 worth of donated items, including Phoenix
Theatre tickets, Zoolights tickets, a guitar, and American Girl doll,
generated ticket sales of $925. Toy Raffle income of $1,390, less
expenses of $479.21, leaves a toy raffle net profit of $910.79.
Thank you to all who made this event a success.

Claire Nullmeyer, Toy Raffle Chair
Winspire Trips
At the League’s recent December Family Holiday Party, the following individuals took advantage of significant
discounts on meals and lodging to scenic and exciting destinations. In conjunction with Winspire Tours, each
purchase price includes a donation to the Historical League. Thank you to the following:
Claire Nullmeyer and her guest who will be touring the Backroads in Napa Valley wine country in a chauffeured
luxury sedan, as well as enjoying a three-hour gourmet meal on the Napa Valley Wine Train. They will be able to
rest and recharge between their excursions with a three-night stay at the Meritage Resort and Spa in Napa Valley.
Norma Jean Coulter, Nancy Evans, and their guests will be able to experience Southern Charm for three nights
at a luxury hotel in Savannah, Georgia. This experience will include a Private Horse-Drawn Carriage Ride and a
Culinary and Cultural Walking Tour in Savannah.
Joan Galloway, Susie Brinegar, and Mary and John Garbaciak will be able to cool off this summer by visiting our Canadian neighbors for
a total of four nights in Victoria and Vancouver, British Columbia. They will be able to enjoy Canadian hospitality delivered at the Fairmont
Empress in Victoria and the Fairmont Hotel Vancouver, including breakfast every day during their stays.
The Historical League appreciates our members making their travel plans in conjunction with Winspire Tours in order to facilitate the
League’s fundraising mission.

John and Mary Garbaciak,
Chairs of the
Winspire Trips

Mary McMahon,
Julie Moore
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Family Holiday Party continued from page 1:
Claire Nullmeyer organized a great raffle of a variety of
toys and entertainment items for children of all ages.
Carolyn Hartman helped with the attractive combination
and presentations of the raffle. With cash donations from
members of $465, and in kind donations from Phoenix
Theatre and Milano music, the toy raffle brought in over
$900!
Carolyn Mendoza, with help from Donna Esposito, organized a successful 50/50 raffle. Thank
you to Julie Moore and Mary McMahon for helping to sell tickets. The winner was Brandon Tidwell (Cindy Tidwell
Shelton’s nephew, shown on the right). He and the League each received $460.
Through Zona Lorig, we received three beautiful and unique flower arrangements provided by Wild Child Floral Design
located in Tempe. The silent auction of these arrangements brought in $175.
Guests were also able to choose from eleven wonderful vacation trips arranged by Winspire. Many of our members have
enjoyed these trips in past years. Thank you to John and Mary Garbaciak for organizing and presenting these
trips. Also, thank you to John for providing lunch to our committee members who worked the morning before
setting up the event and for donating Costco gift cards to those who purchased Winspire
trips. The League sold five trips for a profit of $2285.
The League also thanks Nina Filippi and Katie Tovar for helping with registration. Also
thanks to Ann and Marc Farrington (shown on the right) who helped with the raffles the
day of the event and selected the winners during intermission.
As in past years, the League partnered again with the Audrey Johnson Foundation to
donate theatre tickets to disadvantaged children. Fifteen members generously donated funds enough to purchase
twenty–six tickets!
Thanks to Pat Faur for designing our promotional post card and to Mary Parker for designing the program card. We were fortunate to
receive a donation from a League member which more than covered these printing and mailing expenses!
We do not yet have the final numbers for ticket sales from Phoenix Theatre. Whatever the final net profit of this event, I hope members
will continue to support it in years to come. The League Family Holiday Party at Phoenix Theatre is an annual opportunity for the League
to gather with family and friends, kick off the holiday season, enjoy wonderful theater and raise much-needed funds for the Arizona
Heritage Center. Many thanks to all the members who donated funds, baked goods, and time and effort to make this year’s party a
success.

Anne Lupica, Family Holiday Party Chair

Where can
we get
these shoes?!
1.

7.
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We thought we did a good job on Tastes & Treasures II, but receiving Awards for the
book is wonderful confirmation. Great teamwork is the key to turning this idea into an
award-winning product. We are grateful to all on the cookbook committee.
A very full fall show schedule kept us busy with Tastes & Treasures II : A Storytelling
Cookbook of Historic Arizona. Not only did we raise funds for the League, but we shared stories

of Arizona through the book, talked about Historymakers, Historical League activities,
Arizona Heritage Center and National History Day.
Meeting people is so interesting at these events: Sedona Arts Festival, Historymakers
Exhibit Opening, Tempe Book Festival, Gainey Ranch Boutique, Stonegate Boutique,
Fountain Hills Arts Fair, ArtFest of Scottsdale, and Holiday Prelude.
Join the fun and volunteer for spring shows. February 8, February 9, February 21-23, February 29-March 1, March 7-8, March 21.
Contact RuthMcLeod@earthlink.net for details and schedules.

Fountain Hills
Arts Fair

Fountain Hills
Arts Fair

Art Fest

Fountain Hills

Fountain Hills
Arts Fair

Holiday Prelude

Gainey Ranch
Art Fest

Historymakers
Exhibit
Opening

Stonegate
Boutique

The super cookbook
sellers, who are
wonderful help at
various shows, fairs and Sedona Arts Festival
Tempe Book Fest
fests are Linda
Corderman, Ruth McLeod, Patti Goss, Pat
Christopherson, Norma Jean Coulter, Karolee Hess, Katie Tovar, Sharron
McKinney, Janet Weiss, Pete Faur, Clede Gorrell, Jan Murray,
Pat Grogg, Mary McMahon, Carolyn
Mendoza, Donna Esposito, Norma
Hinton, Cathy Shumard.

3.

1.

The River of
Time Museum

2.

Thanks also to the many stores
who continue to re-order Tastes &
Treasures II. Four shops are pictured to the right and left, Lon’s,
the River of Time Museum, Writeons and Zaks Chocolate.

Overnight Tour

April 14 – 16—Southern Arizona Spring Tour. Mary Garbaciak reports the Tucson area is our
destination and she and John are planning an interesting trip to Southern Arizona on April 14-16. Details are still being formulated. A
total of 40 people will be the maximum for the bus, restaurants and hotel accommodations.
Tour space is limited, so arrive at the meetings early and look for the signup sheet. You don’t want to miss out on this trip. The
5.
League spring trips are fun and educational, and League members are great travelling companions .

7.
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PROGRAMS

Dee Steen, Programs Chair

Jim Elitzak (pictured on the right) planned a
wonderful, informative, and fun program for everyone at the January League Meeting! League members and
guests were treated to a slide show of cacao trees and the beans, which are the seeds of the trees. Jim also had
a real bean pod to show us, which is colorful and contains 30 to 40 beans. It takes just over one full pod to make
each ZAK’s chocolate bar. Then everyone received a treat of samples of ZAK’s chocolate, the local, awardwinning small-batch craft chocolate shop that makes 100% of their own chocolate.
Jim and his wife, Maureen, opened their business five years ago. They provided the lovely and tasty favors for
each guest at the 2019 Historymakers Gala, and they also carry the new League Cookbook in their shop. Thank you, Jim and Maureen!
Be sure to visit their website at zakschocolate.com. Or visit their shop at 6990 E. Shea Blvd., “Sweet” 116.
_________________________________________________________
Mary Jo West, "The First Lady of TV News" in Phoenix, will speak to the League at its February 3 meeting. She
became the city's first prime time anchorwoman in 1976 and achieved many of the industry's top awards, including the prestigious Peabody, two regional
Emmys, 27 Press Club awards, and the top national recognition from American Women in Radio and TV. She was
the first woman inducted into the Arizona Broadcasters Hall of Fame. Other honors were given to her by
the Maricopa County Medical Association for her medical coverage and the American Bar Association for her
reporting on domestic violence.
Mary Jo, a longtime volunteer, has also earned many accolades for her community service, including the City of Phoenix MLK award for
her work with the mentally ill, and was instrumental in helping to save the Phoenix Little Theatre. In 1982, when the theatre was almost
forced to close its doors, she was cast as Maria in The Sound of Music. The production broke all box office records and the theatre was
saved. The Phoenix Theatre Company is now celebrating its 100th anniversary. Two years ago, here at the Arizona Heritage Center, she
was inducted into the Arizona Women’s Hall of Fame as a Living Legacy.
In her personal life, she is the proud mother of daughter, Molly, and "Nannie" to 3 beautiful grandchildren and their dog, Daisy!

Watch your e-mails for information about speakers for March and April.
On October 24, 2019, members of the Historical League enjoyed a very informative
presentation at the Phoenix Indian School Visitor Center at Steele Indian School Park.
Rosalie Talahongva (pictured on the left with Katie Tovar), curator of the Center, gave us a
trip through time as she guided us through the 99 years that the Indian School was an
educational facility in the heart of the city of Phoenix. Rosalie herself was in one of the last
classes to graduate!
We began our tour in the old elementary school and ended at Memorial Hall,
which was built to honor the 62 students who fought in World War I. Both
buildings have been restored and are used by Native American and community
groups. They can be rented out from the City of Phoenix.
Lunch was enjoyed by all at Woody’s Macayo on Central Avenue.

Tours

On Thursday, January 23, the League will take an Architectural tour of the Arizona State Capitol and will be given by our own Mike Cady.
It is a walking tour that takes about an hour. Meet at 10:15 in the Capitol Rotunda. Join us for lunch at The Arrogant Butcher. The tour
costs $40. Mary McMahon and Julie Moore are taking reservations.
February 27—Mystery Castle, meet at 9:45 a.m. 800 East Mineral Road, Phoenix. Lunch at The Farm Kitchen at South Mountain, 32nd
St. south of Baseline. Wear comfortable shoes, there will be stairs. Please carpool due to limited parking.
Sign up at the League monthly meetings or contact Pat Christopherson (patchrisaz@gmail.com) or Patti Goss
(pgosstutoring@gmail.com).
March 19 – Ballet Arizona, 10 a.m. led by Clede Gorrell and Jan Murray. $40 cost. Lunch TBD. Sign up at the League monthly meetings or
contact Clede Gorrell (cgorrell2@cox.net) or Jan Murray (jrmurray6@cox.net).

Online reservations and payments are encouraged at www.HistoricalLeague.org.
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HISTORICAL LEAGUE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Susan Dale
President-Elect Claire Nullmeyer
Recording Secretary Christine Hackett
Treasurer Nina Filippi
Advisor Mary Garbaciak

1300 N College Ave
Tempe, AZ 85281

Directors at Large Clede Gorell, Zona Lorig, Anne
Lupica and Cathy Shumard

Standing Committee Chairs

Assistant Treasurer Susan Howard
Awards Cindy Tidwell Shelton
Cookbooks & Merchandise Linda Corderman, Ruth
McLeod, Cathy Shumard
Corresponding Secretary Renee Donnelly
Credit Card Coordinator Karolee Hess
Database Manager Pat Faur
E-Mail Communications Barbara Ehrhard
Grant Writing Anne Lupica, Claire Nullmeyer
Historian Katie Tovar, Karolee Hess
Historymakers Legacy Project Zona Lorig
Hospitality Clede Gorrell, Jan Murray, Sandy Loeffler
Membership Mariamne Moore
Museum Volunteers Coordinator Norma Jean Coulter
New Member Mentors Mary McMahon, Julie Moore
Newsletter Mary Parker
Programs Coordinator Dee Steen
Publicity/Public Relations TBD
Records Management Margaret Baker, Chris Hackett
Zona Lorig, Mary Parker
Social Media Ruth McLeod
Tours Coordinators Mary McMahon, Julie Moore
Website Margaret Baker, Nina Filippi

Special Events

Annual Meeting/Volunteer Appreciation Sharron McKinney
Arizona Historymakers Exhibit Diana Smith
Family Holiday Party Nancy Evans, Anne Lupica,
Claire Nullmeyer

Just a reminder that
Volunteer Hours are
due monthly.
Members need to
please turn in their
January hours at the
February
meeting. Any hours
for April through
December of 2019
are also due at that
time.

Cindy Tidwell
Shelton

C

January 23

A

February 3

Pat Grogg, Facilitator

E

N

D

R

General Membership Meeting

February 27

Tour, Mystery Castle
Arranged by Patti Goss and Pat
Christopherson

March 2

General Membership Meeting

March 19

Tour, Ballet Arizona
Arranged by Clede Gorrell and
Jan Murray

April 6

General Membership Meeting

April 14 - 16

Overnight Tour,
Southern Arizona/Tucson
Arranged by Mary and John Garbaciak

April 16—18

Arizona History Convention,
AHS Annual Meeting,
Casino del Sol, Tucson

May 4

General Membership Meeting

May TBD

Annual Meeting & Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon

June 1

General Membership Meeting

2020

40th Anniversary Celebration TBD
All monthly meetings begin at 10 a.m.

Lunch is served at 11:30; Hospitality chair needs your
RSVP
Program begins at 12:30
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Mary Jo West , speaker

Strategic Planning
The November 4 all-member session identified three clear
priority areas in need of clarification and new goals:
1. Membership, 2. Fundraising (including the future of
Historymakers and the remaining cookbooks), and
3. Organization structure/processes, including budget and
financial reporting. In order to identify the steps to be taken
in those three areas, I am asking the Steering Committee to
meet on January 16 to draft a preliminary Action Plan which
will be reviewed in an all-member meeting on February 21.
The discussion on November 4 came back again and again to the need for
leadership. Leadership is much easier to achieve when goals and plans to
achieve those goals are identified and agreed upon. Our February
meeting will ask all of us to give our best input to making the Action Plan
reflect that we are indeed, “40 Years and Building!”
The future of the League will depend on our focused efforts.
Members of the Strategic Planning Steering Committee are: Susan Dale,
Chair; Anne Lupica; Claire Nullmeyer; Margaret Baker; Mary Garbaciak;
Mary Parker; Nina Filippi; Norma Jean Coulter; Pat Faur; Zona Lorig; Tawn
Downs; and Chris Hackett, Secretary.

L

Tour, State Capitol Historic Grounds
and Architecture
Led by Mike Cady

